

Obituary 

Cecil Roden kloas 

News of the death of Cecil Boden Klossjn England on 
IS August, 1349, has been received with the deepest regret by 
the small company of Zoologists and Botanists who still 
remember him. 

It has been said of Kloss that he was a likeable but not a 
know-able man. Eminent men of science have testified to his 
undoubted charm and to his great ability, but save that he was 
horn o]] ’28 March, 1377 we still do not know anything about 
Him before he travelled to Malaya, any more than we know what 
happened after he retired from there. We have his word that 
his family were of Dutch descent and had lived in Worcestershire 
for twu hundred years but nothing more is known of his early 
life, save that his wife and stepsons lived in Richmond, The 
foreign name and his dark complexion perhaps made him hyper¬ 
sensitive, aloof, and we know nothing of his parents, boyhood 
and education. 

He came first into prominence in December 1900 when he 
joined Dr, W. L, Abbott in the schooner ** Terrapin" from 
Singapore to the Mergui, Andaman and Nicobar islands on a 
codec ting and exploration expedition. This first glimpse reveals 
the two things Kloss cared for most, sailing and exploring. The 
results of this expedition were described in a book be published 
in London in 1993 "In the Andamans and Nieobars", a clapic 
account of these two little known islands, with fine illustrations 
from the author's photographs, revealing another line in which 
he excelled. Earlier in 1900 he sailed in the then newly launched 
schooner “Terrapin" lor tlm little known Lingga, T&rubelan and 
Anamba islands of the South China Sea, writing a .-nil! pleasant 
account of them, in the Journal of the Straits Branch of the 
l loyal Asiatic Society for 1903. So far as we know these expedi¬ 
tions and writings led to his appointment in 1908 to the Museum 
at Kuala Lumpur under JL C. Robinson, with whom his name 
will be associated by all. Here at last he was able to gratify 
his taste for travelling and collecting and in succeeding years 
he visited the Langkuwi Islands, Gunong Tahttn, was the first 
to reach the snow line on the Caratemt Mountains of New 
Guinea, travelling to lexaer mountains in the Raheng and Lang 
EUan districts m Siam, to the many islands in the Gulf, the 
western part of Java, Korinchi peak in Sumatra, the Mentawei 
Islands oif its western coast and finally to Mount Kinabalu in 
North Borneo and the Eanguey and Mallawalle Islands off its 
northern shores. 
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When he retired from Singapore in 1932 as Director of 
Museums, !■ .M.S. and S.S., Kloss was the foremost systematise 
on the Mammals and Birds of South East Asia, with a long 
tie lies oi papers to ids credit describing a host uf new species 
and subspecies. Similarly he was an ardent botanist and his 
mime is honoured in the genus Kloggia (Rubiauu*) and the 
many plants named after him specifically. He neither sought 
moj- received scientific honours and I do not think 111 ; ever 
descended to popular science on a single occasion, though his 
woi :v forms the pure scientific basis on which rests our know- 
JeLige of Malaysian Zoogeography. IIis name is scarcely known 
outside scientific circles, and there only as a specialise on Far 
Eastern Natural History, never attaining the international repu¬ 
tation accorded to specialists in their studies of wo rid-wide 
groups of animals and plants. 

Perhaps the key-note of Kloss was thoroughness, all that 
he did was done well, an accomplished traveller, ardent collector, 
skilful taxidermist, fine shot and a first class photographer, he 
carried out Ins affairs with ?mst and with confidence, aided by 
a Wide knowledge and intellectual powers of a high order. 

Contemporaries of Kloss speak of his many kindnesses in 
thought and action, a man's man and no misanthrope and 
Mr, 1, II. JiurkhiJl relates a charming story, pleasant to recall. 
When Kloss was at a dinner oT the Straits Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, the Governor as a guest had made a speech with 
notes in his hand saying "You must forgive me for referring 
to my notes out I have had fourteen speeches to make in the 
last fortnight" said Kloss in returning thanks, referring to notes 
in his hand "You must forgive me for referring to my notes 
but 1 have nth made a speech for fourteen years T Kloss was 
shy and reserved, with little use for social life but he was a 
popular figure at any function he could be pursuaded to attend 
and from which he derived considerable enjoyment. 

To subordinates he was both despotic and generous, expect¬ 
ing a great deal from them. Well read and an interesting 
companion, bis social qualities were more in evidence the further 
civilization receded and we who knew him in later years look 
back on him with real affection and esteem. 

He was a prominent member of the Singapore Yacht Club, 
sailing being the one recreation to which he devoted his time a3id 
energy. To sail with him was no sinecure. His lined and 
weatherbeaten face, surmounted by a close cropped mop of 
curly black hair, his jutting chin, grizzled moustache and the 
monocle which he affected, gave him an aggressive air which 
could be softened in a moment by his friendly smile. 
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